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THE POPULAR DOD. 



LORD HARTINGTON. 

Lord Hartington is the product of circumstances. Tne 
eldest son of one of the wealthiest Dukes of England, he had 
the good fortune to be born with an easy temper and with a 
comfortable absence of ambition. Fortunately or unfortunately 
he soon got satiated with the pleasures of the town, and was 
made a politician by Lord Palmerston in order to give him an 
object in life. He took his new pleasures, however, as sadly 
as his first, and on being accused of yawning in the middle of 
one of his own speeches, his happy and characteristic retort is 
said to have been — " Well, was*nt it awfully dull ^ " Tall in 
person, rather clumsy in walk, and languid in appearance, he 
is far from realising the novel-writer's idea of a scion of the 
old nobility ; but a careful study of his heavy and imperturb- 
able face discloses the presence of latent power and qp5<s^ 
strong character. He has \ieeii \el '^«:5cl«xsskc5^ ^"^^st ns^^^^ 
years, and baa had expexienc^ m ^«^^^^ ^o^^c^^ss^ss?^ 
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ments, being tossed from one to another in the hope that he 
might somehow find one that would suit him. First of all he 
was made a Lord of the Admiralty by way of giving him a 
nautical training. Then he was entrusted with the charge of 
the Army ; and after a trial at the Post OflSce was considered 
the very man to govern Ireland — in which he was neither more 
nor less successful than the generality of budding politicians 
who are allowed to try their 'prentice hand on the administra- 
tion of that unfortunate country. Finally — through being less 
obnoxious than the other aspirants — he was selected as Liberal 
leader when Mr. Gladstone retired after his defeat in 1874, and 
has since shown sound judgment, though not much energy and 
less brilliancy, in the discharge of his onerous duties. Politi- 
cally his development has been considerable, and he may yet 
become a good commonplace Premier. Like the late Lords 
Derby and Palmerston, the noble Marquis is fond of the turf, 
and is to be seen at Epsom and Newmarket with at least as 
much regularity as in the House of Commons. Though eagerly 
sought after, he has not yet — though in his forty-seventh year 
* — been caught in the matrimonial trap. After oeing eleven 
years member for the Eadnor Burghs he has now returned to 
his first love — ^the North-Eastern Division of Lancashire. 
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JOSEPH COWEN. 

EmpliaticaJly the " patriotic " member. His love for the Poles 
has always made him an inveterate enemy of Russia ; but his 
many sterling qualities have caused the Liberal party to for- 
give him even this offence, and he is now — as he was before 
the Eastern crisis — one of the most respected and affectionately 
regarded men in the House. He has the appearance of a 
working-man, the. language of a scholar, and a rude Northum- 
brian style of oratory which charms the most aristocratic 
members — even when they are in doubt, or total ignorance, as 
to what he is saying. Besides being a newspaper proprietor, 
he is an extensive iron master ; and alike in the metropolis 
and the north his unbounded hospitality is continually being 
extended to the outcasts of society and of nations. He was 
the friend of Mazziui and Garibaldi, and is now the Maecenas 
of several Irish representatives whose means of existence 
would otherwise be a mystery. He has a rooted objection to 
tall hats, monarchies, and other abominations. Newcastle does 
herself credit by retaining him as one of her representatives, 
in spite of his aberrations on foreign politics. 
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SIR HENRY SELWIN-IBBETSON. 

Has twenty thousand a year, and yet has cheerfully undertaken 
some of the most slavish and least distinguished posts in con- 
nection with the Administration of the country — an extraordi- 
nary proof of the capacity and liking which Englishmen have 
for drudgery even when they might dwell at home in ease. 
Middle aged, bearded, and possessed of a fine head, but has a 
lack-lustre eye which shows his amiability while it betrays 
his want of brightness. On the whole a pleasant contrast to 
the prim and perky young gentlemen whom Mr. Disraeli was 
so fond of putting into the minor oflSces of his Government. 
He would be more at home among his sheep pens and gentle 
kine, of whom, with his easy-going manners and lethargic action' 
he is not unsuggestive. 



3IR. PARKER. 

Ladylike in voice — ^genteel in appearance — ^irreproachable in 
morals and in manners — the member for the fair city of Perth 
can only be described as a good man in what Kinglake calls 
" the worst sense of the word." 



MR, HOPWOOD. 

A barrister and a Queen's Counsel, possessed of some little 
ability and sufficiently advanced in his views, the member for 
Stockport would be popular among the Eadicals were it not 
for his irresistible tendency to frothiness. Lives in the groves 
of the Evangelist, and is unmarried. 



MR. SCLATER-BOOTH. 

Fat and podgy with strongly developed jowls. Any other 
human excellence cannot well be ascribed to him. His ap- 
pearance must have seemed an insult to the paupers of whom 
during the last Administration he had the care. He was the 
worst man ever known at answering questions, and it used to 
be said of him that he could not say whether two and two were 
four without giving a history of the multiplication table. 



MR. FORSTER. 
Large, rough, shaggy, and lumbering, with the build of a York- 
shire farmer, and still ruder manners, Mt. "Ecst^^y^^^ja^^s^s^sS^c^ 
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"becoming the leader of the great Liberal party, and was not 
too well pleased with the preference given to the Marquis of 
Hartington. Even yet he endeavours on all occasions to steal 
a march on the indifferent and not too punctual Marquis. 
His principles are those of compromise, and these he has fol- 
lowed in religion as well as in politics. The unpopular quaker- 
ism of his fathers has been merged in what he seems to have 
regarded as the more respectable and latitudinarian atmosphere 
of the Church of England. Eestlessly ambitious and pushing, 
he has come to be considered something of a statesman — a 
lamentable proof of the degeneracy of politics in the present 
day. With all his uncouthness and want of culture, he is not 
deficient in astuteness. Indeed he generally argues both sides of 
a question until he leaves every one in doubt as to which way 
he will vote — ^his chief object being evidently to ascertain which 
wiU be most expedient. He contributed in no small degi^ee to 
the raising of the Eastern Question, but when the crucial time 
came and the cry was that the Eussians were at Constantinople, 
he was the first to cry peccavi, and start the singing of Eule 
Britannia. As Minister of Education, he was so peculiarly 
harsh and narrow as to cause the National Education Bill, which 
he introduced, to be regarded as a curse rather than a blessing. 
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MR. DUNCAN MCLAREN. 

A Scotch terrier in appearance and manner; always worry- 
ing at statistics, but only growing leaner and meaner on his 
sad fare. A quarter of a century ago he was Lord Provost of 
Edinburgh — in which city his drapery establishment is still 
famous for its long and short lengths. Called by the Scotsman 
"a snake in the grass," he waged relentless war against its- 
editor, Sandy Russel, winning an action for damages, and con- 
tinuing to be member for Edinburgh in spite of the most 
violent efforts to oust him from his seat. Careful in the com- 
pilation of minute facts, and shrewd in his logical deductions,, 
he remains unappreciated by the House, and all but the most 
hard-headed and narrow-hearted of his countrymen. The 
nineteenth century and himself are the same age. 



SIR PATRICK o'bRIEN. 



"Sir Pat "is the son of a Dublin grocer— called by Daniel 
O'Connell "the Knight of the Noggin" — who was made a 
baronet for one of those mysterious reasons which seem ^ecw- 
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liar to the govemment of Ireland. His geniality, learning, 
and good parts, however, cause him frequently to be mistaken 
for one of the genuine Irish nobility. He is fond of the moun- 
tain dew of his native country; but loves his country still 
more, and has often expressed his readiness to " die and be 
damned " for her. Lady O'Brien is a constant visitor to the 
Ladies' Gallery, and has been known to be deeply moved by 
the silent eloquence of her lord and master. Generally, he is 
regarded as a respectable Home Euler, and he gives his coun- 
tenance to the idea by occasional outbursts of indignation at 
the obstructive tactics of the Parnell lot. 



SIR HENRY DRUMMOND-WOLFF. 

Fair haired, but Israelitish in appearance, a pleasant com- 
panion at the dinner table, but too laboured in his speech-making 
to be agreeable in Parliament, Sir Henry Drummond-Wolff 
is over honest and mUd for the wild Jingoes among whom it 
has been his fate to sit. Would like to be an ambassador, but 
is disqualified by his inability to " lie abroad for his country's 
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MR. FRANK HENDERSON. 

lives by leather, but loves literature. Is said to have made 
a small fortune by tanning, and to meditate the expenditure 
of a portion of it on a life of the late George GUfillan. He has 
been for some years " the superior person " of his local Town 
Council, but has exacted the respect and confidence that the 
people of Dundee are always ready to give to any one pos- 
sessed of the smallest modicum of " literary ability." It is a 
proud thing for Mr. Henderson that he has been privileged to 
succeed that brilliant luminary Mr. Jenkins, the author of 
**Ginx's Baby," whose withdrawal from the House is generally 
attributed to a complaint which is not uncommon even with 
successful authors. 



MR. GEORGE ARMITSTEAD. 

Originally a clerk, Mr. Aimitstead loved both wisely and very 
well, and as a consequence became a connection of the extensive 
firm of Baxter Brothers. When previously in the House, he 
was so excessively modest as to conceal botk \:ess. ^^^^^^ksss^j^ -ss^^ 
his abilities, but his associations kee^\vvK\ ^^?>::cK>L'\5siR5t'^ .*«^ 
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he is as good a representative of the successful mediocrity of 
Dundee, as Mr. Henderson is of its Kterary pretentiousness. 



MR. O'SULLIVAN. 

A regular broth of a boy. The tallest man in the House, awk- 
ward in his gait, illiterate in his speech, and uncouth in his 
manners. Nevertheless a sort of favourite, and at times an 
unconscious humorist — especially on the subject of " silent 
spirits " or Scotch versus Irish whisky. The former he once 
happily described as being like a torchlight procession going 
down his throat. He keeps a public-house in an obscure 
village in his native county of Limerick, which he represents, 
and rose to his present fame and dignity through being a 
Fenian prisoner. His descriptions of his experiences in jail 
have been the frequent cause of amusement in the House. 



MR. GOSCHEN. 

Another of the successful Jews who are rapidly becoming the 
governing class of England, One of tti^ \j^^\) o^\i\^ \^q,^,\io^- 
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ever, with even culture and honesty among his characteristics. 
Slightly reconciles us to the chosen people of the Lord. The 
most Hebraic in aspect of any man in the House — ^large in 
the nose, thick in the lips, snuffling in speech ; yet in intellect 
and character a thorough Englishman. A financier of distin- 
guished ability, a sound reasoner, and at times a powerful 
orator. Despite his tendency to Conservatism, he enjoys the 
respect and confidence of the Liberal party ; and would only 
require Lord Beaconsfield's unscrupulosity, or Mr. Forster's 
officious forwardness, to make himself leader. 



MR. PLIMSOLL. 

A spasmodic philanthropist whose calesthenic performances on 
the floor of the House forced the late Government to pass a 
measure with the view of saving the lives of the thousands of 
sailors who he alleged were being drowned by brutal British 
merchants sending them out in rotten ships. He rose from 
nothing, and has made his way by dealing ul <i.'Ci'^, ■'^^^a. '«j^- 
pearance suits 22is trade. 
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SIE WILFRID LAWSON. 

Also a philantliropist, but of a more eccentric and agreeable 
kind. He jokes about the drinking customs of the age, with 
the view of inducing Parliament to establish compulsory- 
sobriety, but his witticisms — though occasionally very watery 
— are more appreciated than his advice. StiU a good Radical 
with courage enough to vote against royal pensions, and even 
to join in a vote of censure on the Speaker. He is a 
nephew of Sir James Graham, and when introduced to 
Pai'liament twenty years ago was referred to by Mr. Disraeli 
as " a chip off the old block." His lisping speech, Dundreary- 
ish whiskers, pale face, and trim attire, might cause him to be 
mistaken for a draper's assistant. 



ME. BBIGGS. 

The fat boy of Pickwick, grown prematurely to man's estate, 
and made clean and respectable — ^principally by the means of 
fine linen. Earely roused to oratorical action, but when really 
moved a not unsuccessful speaker — the easy humour which is 
natural to his obesity being tastefully aAotna^^^^^'^Hk^'^^. 
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quotations. For him, as for Major O'Gorman, the chimes of 
midnight cannot ring too long. 



SIE HENRY HOLLAND. 
One of the most gentlemanly and least aggressive Conserva- 
tives in the House. Intelligent, well-informed, and clear in 
speech, he lacks enthusiasm, and is regarded as colourless by 
his more demonstrative associates. His countenance faithfully 
reflects his qualities. 



ME. WM. HOLMS. 
A reg'lar Paisley bodie. 



ME. JOHN HOLMS. 
The Scotch representative of a Cockney constituency, Mr. John 
Holms is the big brother of the member for Paisley. Deals 
in yams, and spins them at unconscionable length in the 
House as well as out of it. Aims at reforming the British 
Army, but his well-intentioned ^ifoA'^ QascckSi\»^i'^ ^^^^^^Ocfii^ 
met with much appreciation. 



2^^^ 
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MR. o'cONNOR POWER. 

Strong, harsh, clever, uncultured, and vulgar, Mr. O'Connor 

Power is recognised even by his opponents as an able debater, 
and not unskilful politician. Like most of the other members 
of the Irish contingent — but in an even more marked degree, 
iDCcause of his more pronounced character — Mr. Power has 
always felt that he was the natural leader of his countrymen 
tind their representatives ; consequently, he has never given a 
■cordial support either to Mr. Butt or Mr. Shaw ; while Mr. 
Parnell and Mr. O'Donnell he is supposed to regard with any- 
thing but affection. He lives humbly, and no one knows 
•exactly how. He was a carpenter, became a collegiate teacher 
on a small scale, and is at present " eating his terms " for the 
English bar. His original election was mainly due to the fact 
that he had suffeied impiisonment as a Fenian, and it is note- 
worthy that he was one of the first of Irish patriots who was 
returned to Parliament against the will of the bishops and the 
'priests. He is a man of unmistakeable courage, and would be 
tormidable as the leader of a band of rebels. However, he has 
prudence, and a due regard to personal interest, and is not 
JjJreJjr to be led into any more revolutionary trouble. He is a 
^el/^formed, muscular man, with a stioivg aiA Ti^\» \x^^\si^^ssRJ^ 
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voice, and, when he is roused, a copious command of language. 
He sits now, as in the last Parliament, for the coimty of 
Mayo. 

MR. KNATOHBULL HUGESSEN. 

Has a childish though grey-bearded face, and principally excels 
in the writing of fairy tales. At times, however, assumes a 
manly tone, and did some good by exposing the brutalities 
which still cling to some of the great public schools of England. 
Has a free and pleasant manner, and a total absence of vices. 
Satisfied with himself even more than others are satisfied with 
him, and smirks admiringly at his own speeches. In no dan- 
ger of being entrusted with too responsible a position in any 
Government. 



MR. BERESFORD HOPE. 

Has a quaint and cumbrous wit, a peculiarly pedantic style 
and an effusively genial address. Spoils his best jokes, how- 
ever, by premature laughter on his own part. Has been tha 
frequent object of Mr, Disraeli's aal\t^,\i^Q.'?ijOL^^^^^^^^'^^^^ 
grace and rich and grotesque OTaloT^. "^^w^ "^^ 'i^^'^- 
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gainly in walk, he is suave and insinuating in manner. The 
Saturday Review owes to him its being ; but the lady contri- 
butors are understood to supply the peppery invective. Lady 
Mildred has presented him with several fine daughters, who are 
said to inherit some of the delicate feeling and literary taste of 
their grandfather, the author of " Anastasius." Mr. Hope is 
sixty years of age, but is still boyish in his ways, and retains a 
juvenile enthusiasm that reminds one of Lord Brougham in 
his veteran days. 



MR. STAVELY HILL. 

The tallest, lankest, and leanest of the Tory lawyers. He has 
been kept in practice and in existence by crumbs cast to him 
from the table of Sir Dives Holker. 



MB. GRANTHAM. 

A barefaced and obtrusive Tory lawyer, who showed his jocu- 
Jarity at Balham by gravely announcing his belief that Mr. 
G^^ads^ne would sell hia soul in oiAet \^ toiTo. wi^ ^^ 
"^^acons^eld Government. 
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MB. DILLWYN. 

Shabby in dress, conspicuous for dirty boots, an elderly oddity in 
every way,Mr. Dillwyn has long kept the afTections of his consti- 
tuents of Swansea. His Eadicalism is thorough, and spares 
neither Court, Church, nor standing army. His grim visage> 
intensity, and pertinacity, suggest the suspicion that he is a 
remnant, or Eip Van Winkle, of the Barebones Parliament. 



MR. o'dONNELL. 



The supposed descendant of a Scotch soldier, namedMacdonald, 
and an Irish peasant woman, named Kane, Mr. Frank Hugh 
O'Cachan O'Donnell has assumed his present aristocratic and 
Celtic nomenclature presumably with the object of magnify- 
ing himself in the eyes of the Irish people. He writes poetry, 
is extremely devout, and is fond of adventures — though more 
of an amorous than a chivalrous kind. His speeches are 
smart; but his delivery is rendered unbearable by his harsh 
voice, offensive eye-glass, and taunting tone. He exists phy- 
sically on the proceeds of contiiW^ivoTi^ \.c> ^s^.^^A^'s^i^^^'^'^sc"^ 
journal, while he lives and mo^re^ ^tA V^ ^^^s* Xi^s^'i:* ^ 
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the political world solely by means of his vituperation of the 
Sassenach, He is thirty-three years of age, and is neither 
married nor likely to be. His only redeeming feature in the 
€yes of his acquaintances is, that he is not so unamiable as 
his younger brother. Mr. O'Donnell sits for Dungarvan, the 
representative of eighty electors. 



MR. PARNELL. 

Tike Curran, Grattan, and the late Mr. Butt, Mr. Charles 
Stewart Pamell is a Protestant ; but he is unlike these and 
most other Irish leaders in almost all other respects, for he 
has neither wit, humour, brilliancy, nor oratorical power. His 
first speech was a wild shriek, but in later years he has culti- 
vated a quieter style, which is more effective, especially when 
intended to be most tantalizing to his opponents. His Indus- 
try, pertinacity, and disregard of the feelings of his fellow- 
members, have won him a place in the House which can only 
be described as sui generis, Narrow in his views, cold in his 
^^22?j>Bthie3, dictatorial in his manners, he is feared more than 
^^ ^ /L^ed even by the faithful Obstmctiom^X. ^i«xA. "Sis 



(21) 

devotion to Ireland is only exceeded by his detestation of 
Eome, and he was only tolerated by the priesthood in the 
last Parliament because they did not want to lose their per- 
sonal influence. He is tall and slim, and has a face that 
would be agreeable if it were not for its fanatical and not 
unfrequently vindictive expression. Though bald, he is still 
young, and —unmarried. His income, though considered 
fabulous in Ireland, is really little more than equivalent to 
the salary of an ordinary bank-clerk in England. 



MR. FAWCETT. 

A clumsy school-boy, with some few ideas, and a most awfiil 
capacity for expatiating on them at interminable length. His 
voice is sonorous, but monotonous and wearisome ; his style, 
professorial and dictatorial ; his appearance eminently sugges- 
tive of self-satisfaction. Long trusted as a Eadical of the 
most advanced type, the longing for office led him to make an 
awkward effort to become a courtier on the occasion of Mr 
Dillwyn's proposed censure on the Queen. Though married, 
and not blessed with the atti\b\xt^'3» ^l ^ ^^;ix>L^^^s>®.^ss«^^ ^^ 
dress is said to be C0Ti5\\AeT^\i\^, >^\wv^ ^^x^^^ "^^ "^ 
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limited extent because of his narrow means and the wise 
economy of his spouse. An accident, by which he was de- 
prived of eyesight in early life, has won him a degree of 
sympathy and indulgence which his aggressive tone and con- 
tracted views would otherwise have prevented being extended 
to him. 



MR. BURT. 

Thoroughly unobjectionable, and indeed gentle and lovable, 
the member for Morpeth is on all hands regarded as the 
genuine working man's representative — though singularly 
unrepresentative, at all events in appearance and bearing, of 
the rough colliers who have the credit of maintaining him as 
their spokesman in Parliament. Resembles a decent mechanic 
dressed in his Sunday clothes, and is supposed to speak good 
sense and fair English, though neither is appreciable by the 
multitude, because of his strong Northern accent. His prin- 
cipal haunts are the Library and the Tea-Eoom ; and in the 
latter place it is his frequent pleasure to regale with strong 
j^otstiona some uncouth specimens of his faithful constituents. 
-& ^y&rr wajr a pleasant contrast to the merc^^et iot '^^alSss^^ 
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LORD HENRY LENNOX, 

Loose in the legs, weak in the knees, and guileless to the extent 
of simplicity in expression, the Duke of Eichmond's brother 
looks a hlazS man of fashion, though known to be a hard-work- 
ing and well-intentioned man of business. His financial trans- 
actions were the reverse of fortunate, and lost him his office 
and its emoluments. The late Lord President has done all he 
can for him, and there are hosts of other friends ready to 
give their sympathy and — advice. Like Lord John Manners, 
he wears shoes and shows his stockings. His wasp-like waist, 
slim figure, and softness of speech and manner, are apt to sug- 
gest that "Nature originally intended him for one of the fairer 
sex, and was rather tardy in altering her design. 



MR. T. P. o'cONNOR. 



lives in a garret on literature's occasionally sumptuous but 
too frequently meagre fare. Is one of the Irlando-Graeci 
Esurientes who prey on the stolid Saxon. Long in form, 
laborious in walk, and suggestive in his carriage of the thonoL 
walchers of his native Coimaxi^^). '^js^'^^s^^^^^ ^^s^-^^^ 
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stealing frequent hours from the night, but repays Nature by 
extensive somnolent encroachments on the day. Justifies 
Thackeray's saying that there never was a poor Irishman in 
London that had not a poorer hanging on to him. Mr. O'Connor 
keeps a private secretary. 



MR. DAVID PLUNKET. 

Handsome in person, genial in manners, eloquent — in spite of 
impediment —in oratory, Mr. Plunket is one of the pets of the 
House. His opportunities were immense, but he has failed 
lamentably to take advantage of them, and remains poor and 
unprovided for after ten years of brilliant Parliamentary life. 
His talents and accomplishments are said to resemble those of 
Lis grandfather — the great Irish orator and politician of the 
days of the Union debates. He is a member of the Irish bar, 
and a Queen's Counsel, and has been law adviser to the Crown 
and Solicitor General for Ireland ; but his natural tastes and 
distastes prevented him from ever acquiring an over-abundant 
Jr2?£>w}ed^e of law. His popularity made him valuable to the 
>&4^ C7orei72ment, but the duties of of&ce pioveOi -vet^ \t\&vim^ 
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to him, and lie retired to the free and easy quarters below the 
gangway, whence he occasionally emerged as the most formid- 
able oratorical uhlan of the Tory party. He has a safe seat in 
his Alma Mater — the University of Dublin. 



MR. P. J. SMYTH. 

The only remaining representative of the Young Ireland party, 
the member for Tipperary occupies a solitary position in the 
House. Regarding Whigs and Tories as only different types 
of robbers, he looks down on the Home Rulers as men ready 
to sacrifice the rights of Ireland to expediency, or, as he would 
put it, to lower the flag of their, noble but unfortunate country. 
In spite of his isolation, his oratorical powers have won for 
him a by no means undistinguished place in the House. He, 
was the friend and companion of young "Meagher of the 
Sword," and like him he cultivated at an early age — and has 
since retained and improved upon — an elaborately florid and 
artificially eloquent style of speech. Having lived long in 
France, he has acquired something of the appearance and 
especially the sauviter in modo which distinguishes the French, 
and is altogether an oddly eccentric fi^gi\^^ ^ix^^^'^^^^'^^^^^^'^ 
Sound in an English House oi CoTcvmo\i^* 
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MR. MITCHELL HENRY 

Was House-Surgeon at Bartholomew's Hospital, but became 
rich through the inheritance of a cheap cloth manufac- 
tory, and has since taken his place among the aristocrats. By 
his patronising manner, and a small but judicious outlay, he 
has won for himself the reputation of being the milk cow to 
which many needy Irish members owe their subsistence. Born 
in England, he betrays his Irish descent by the commission of 
many unconscious Hibemianisms. He evidently regarded 
himself as the natural successor to Mr. Butt in the leadership 
of the Home Rule party ; but low as their standard of taste is 
supposed to be, the Irish members could not swallow the lord 
of Kylemore. Not devoid of natural ability, he spoils the 
effects of his counsels by his bumptious manner and purse- 
proud appearance. 



MR. CHAPLIN. 

A friend of the Prince of Wales, and always asserting that he 

is a gentleman. Keeps dogs and horses, and bets by way 

^^^eepj'n^ up the character. Copious in his diction, and 
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unmeasured in liis abuse of opponents, the member for Mid- 
Lincoln obtained a temporary popularity as an orator — ^parti- 
cularly in the eyes of the sleepy squires by whom he is usually 
surrounded. The applause which he gained by the delivery 
of censorious lectures directed against the Irish band, encour- 
aged him to assume the part of chief castigator, an office which 
he filled with great satisfaction to himself and friends, until, 
like Sir William Harcourt, he fell into the haiids of Mr. 
Gladstone, who administered to him a most humiliating chas- 
tisement. The descendant of an ancient house, and with 
physical points that do credit to his breed, Mr. Chaplain walks 
so studiously erect, and dresses with such fastidious care, that, 
even without his O'Donnell-like eye-glass, retrovsse nose, and 
disdainful look, he would be in danger of being mistaken for 
one of the nouvcanx riches. Major O'Gorman agreed with him 
when he expressed the opinion that Lord Palmerston's saying 
— "Thank God, we are all gentlemen" — was no longer appli- 
cable to the House of Commons. 



MR WALTER. 

As respectable as a churchwat^^w ^xA ^^ ^^^<^x>&^^"«^^ -ss^^'s^ 
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as a Poor law Guardian, the proprietor of the Times might 
pass in a vestry, but has been a complete failure in the House 
of Commons. The power of his great journal and the know- 
ledge of his immense wealth have failed to rescue him from 
the category of dull mediocrities. He is carefully listened to 
— by his own reporters; and his speeches are given at inordinate 
length in the columns of the leading journal. 



SIR GEORGE CAMPBELL. 

One of the crowd of Indian officials who get periodically puffed 
into importance by the Times, and come home to prove with 
how little wisdom India is governed. When Sir G eorge — then 
Mr Campbell of Edenwood — was rejected by Dumbartonshire 
in 1868, "the Thunderer" made loud laments, as it does to-day 
over the defeat of his alter ego Sir Richard Temple in Wor- 
cestershire. Sir George is like Don Quixote in appearance, 
and resembles him also in the reckless heroism with which he 
grapples with the most difficult subjects. His knowledge 
being rarely equal to his courage, the result is often disa.strous 
and sometimes Judicrous. In justice to Cervantes's hero, how- 
^^^^ j/^js but fair to say that the membei fox TL\\\lc%\.^^ ^q«^- 
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paxes unfavourably with him in voice and speech. Sir George's 
voice is even worse than Mr O'Donnell's in its shrillness, 
while his speech is a strange combination of Anglo-Indian, 
Scotch, and the nasal twang which is supposed to be pecuUar 
to America. 



MR HENRY SAMUELSON. 

" Young Samuelson," as the member for Frome is called in 

order to distinguish him from his father, the grave and reverend 
member for Banbury, is one of the Dandies of the Hoii^e, and 
is remarkably natty for a son of Israel. His consciousness 
of being well dressed is just a little too obvious, and lessens 
whatever weight might otherwise be attached to his over fre- 
quent and flippant criticisms. In his militia costume he must 
be considered a very nice young man. 



MR ORR EWING. 

One of the ponderosities of the House. Lives on calico, builds 

churches, and wants to make whisky cheap. When a young 
man, slender in person and means, he has become portly as a 
farmer, wealthy, and pious as — a saint, Iy^^^Xs^^s^rs^^ -s^a^s&Txs^ 

trade in lands, and seeks to iri$rv:^\A^\fe^^^fiL^^^^^^'^^ ^ 
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nobility" by leasing the Duke of Montrose's Benlomond. 
Misrepresents Dumbartonshire. 

MR MAURICE BROOKS. 
An ironmonger who began life as a glazier, and became Lord 
Mayor of Dublin. 



SIR. WM. HARCOURT. 

Great in cuffs and collars, in height, and self-estimation, the 
mighty member for Oxford is the oratorical gladiator of the 
House. By nature a Tory, accident made him for a time the 
companion of the Eadicals, until promotion in a profession he 
had never practised won him over to the Whigs. Studiously 
epigrammatic, he never spares either a friend or a principle 
when a sacrifice is required for the display of his wit. As a 
consequence he has few friends, and it is alleged fewer prin- 
ciples left. Immeasurably cleverer than most of his colleagues, 
he can hardly be said to have won their love. Their applause, 
which they cannot withhold, he repays with a supercilious 
smile. like Memnon, Sir William occasionally over-esti- 
mates his strength, as for example, on that memorable occasion, 
^^ J*ublic Worabip BiJl debate, when he challenged the 
^"^^'^^entiary Achillea, Mr. Gladstone, aTvd cam^ \jci ^^Its^^'^n* 
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lamentably in the ill-advised combat. Since then he has 
learned prudence, and reserved himself for foemen he can 
vanquish. He has many points of resemblance to Lord 
Beaconsfield, from whom alone he receives a kindly apprecia- 
tion at all proportionate to what he considers his merits. The 
next time the Tories require a brilliant leader Sir William 
should apply. 

MR STANSFBLD. 
A molluscous Liberal who calls himself a Eadical. Wears long, 

black, oleaginous hair, carefully combed and parted in the 
middle; emd has a smooth and somewhat eflfeminate face. 
The whilom friend of Mazzini, but a very harmless revolu- 
tionist. Is devoting his life to the repeal of the C. D. Acts^ 
and has a keen relish for the highly-flavoured speeches of Mrs. 
Josephine Butler and other strong-minded ladies. 



MR. BIGGAR. 

Familiarly known in Ireland as "Joe Biggar," and cele- 
brated for his pork, in which as a merchant he principally 
deals, the member for Cavan, is the "Quasimodo" of the 
British House of Commons. OiA^ ^'V^i tsl^^^C^^S^^]^" 
other biatorical personage, "h^ se^xa^ \^^ "^^^ ^^N2^% 
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prototype to take pleasure in human trouble — though only in 
the field of politics; for in private he is not unamiable, 
nor altogether devoid of good-fellowship. Finding Mr. 
Parnell the efficient ''worrier" of the Saxon Parliament, he at 
once joined hand and glove with him, and has been a very 
successful assistant to the arch-obstructionist. Uneducated, and 
altogether destitute of oratorical or even ordinary speech- 
making power, he has managed to keep the first assembly ia 
the world impatiently listening for four hours at a stretch to 
his minute criticisms and elaborately tedious quotations. He 
is very rich — at least, for an Irishman ; and, at the same time, 
has the advantage of being as economical as any Scotchman. 
In religious belief, he seems to have been for some time in 
grave doubt. Mr. Bradlaugh, at one period, is said to have 
been his favourite apostle ; but Cardinal Manning, with the 
•dexterity of his order, succeeded in cutting out " Iconoclast/' 
and winning "Quasimodo'' to Eome. His popularity in 
Cavan is very great, and extends to the fair sex, so that his 
seat is both secure and comfortable. His ambition is to be a 
Lord of the Bedchamber. 



f 




FRiraETrt BEOTia»a,uj»'DcjR%iWii»>ff^?:__ 



THE POPULAR DOD. 



SIR CHAELES DILKE. 

Chelsea's Charlie and its darling; Chelsea hasn't got bad 

taste ; 
Though some people like their darlings rather slimmer round 

the waist, 
Eather airier of fancy, slightly merrier of mien; — 
He's the safest, soundest Charlie, also darling, ever seen. 

It's an arm that you could lean on, not a hand just made to 
press. 

It's a tongue, if not too gilded, true before, and after " Yes." 

Poetry no man has called him ; but he's strong, straight-for- 
ward prose ; . 

And the mighty Trismegistus only knows the things he knowa. 

For they trained him, at stupendous cost of labour, pence, and 

patience, 
like the necessary heir of all the Thrones and Dominations. 
And the " youth sublime " he nourished would I^sn^^ ^ikss^^sSi^ 
a host of men ^^ 

SmootHy dying out tlieir li\es tlotn m ^Jcl^"^^"^^^ '^^^^^^ 
ten. 
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And the record of his travels those of Forbes and Burton 

beats : 
And he's brimmed with Mill and Marat, Cobden, Pufifendorf, 

and Keats ; 
And there's not a single Blue Book on the House's highest shelf 
That he couldn't have invented, aye, and printed too, himself. 

Loves his France, like Mary Stuart, and, like Swinburne, hates 

the Czars. 
Has a nice taste in old books, engravings, china, and cigars. 
Every paper launched between the lands of Fleet Street and 

of Nod 
Is considered his or Ashton's: this includes Tommaso Dod. 



MR. SHAW. 

Used to be considered a stupid man; but practised bon mots, 
and so got credit for wit and sense. Is also genial and rich. 
Nearly made Whigs of the whole Irish party, but was found 
out in time, and promptly deposed. All through life has been 
very discreet. When poor and young, he was a dissenting 
^ jaa^r^cuT, but did not like the cravat, and so changed it for the 
^^^jzmom'al noose. His father-in-law was a fttm fciaud of 
^^"^0^2 and the Church. 
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SIR GEORGE BALFOUR. 
Principally remarkable for his oratory, which Mr. Disraeli 
once described as resembling " Zqsalopanrexoleanmfu." 



MR. CHAMBERLAIN. 

I'm a Ead, and I never will rat — 

I love neither Bible nor beer — 
I care not a jot for the whole Eoyal Court, 

But believe' every man is a peer. 

I am young, and handsome, and rich, 

1 am clever, and artful, and cool. 
They know not their man who think I will tum> 

I know that I'm not such a fool. 

You think that I'm priggish and prim — 
You know I'm not modest. And why ? 

'Tis Brumagem gilt and gasalier gelt — 
You see I'll not tell you a lie. 

A lord or a prince may come down, 

Eat and drink 'neath my roof ti\L\NS$i^^^sss3s::sL^ 
But, Radical sUW, TYl mxs.^ tjvi i^. 

And drink to t\ie ^laVe^'e^t^^^'^^'^^^'^^ 



I 
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BAKON HENKY DE WOKMS. 

A HEBREW MELODY. 

He walks in beauty, like the knight, 
Though Baron, born 'neath alien skies, 

And all that's boldest, shows most fight. 
Meet in his moustache and his eyes. 

Mouthing, ill-mannered, he is quite 
Houndsditch in Pimlico disguise. 

One ray the more, one bray the less. 
Had given him something of the grace 

That helps another Jew to bless 
Cold Christians in another place; 

Had led him to at least express 
Some of the smartness of his race. 

But oh, that cheek, that biazen brow. 
So cool, so straight, yet eloquent. 

The nasal din, iJl, all but show 
His Greenwich money was well spent ; 

A mind that holds no " pieces " low. 
And all that gets them innocent. 



LOED EGBERT MONTAGU. 
' ^ !Eba brother of a duke, and only separated from a wit by 

^0 proverbialljr thin partition. Yet occupied the office now 
4r /^/le Minister of Education. En:^?dc m\>:\^ \x\aN^- 
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ments as in his ideas, he has occupied nearly every seat 
the House. From the Treasury Bench he retreated to 1 
remotest plank below the gangway ; thence crossed the fl< 
and hobnobbed with the Irish galaxy ; subsequently poked 
knees into the ribs of the Marquis of Hartington; and n 
haunts the galleries and corridors. Has a standing quai 
with Hansard because he won't record the opinion— oi 
expressed by his lordship — that the Eeformation was due 
the amorous eccentricities of Henry the Eighth. 



LORD JOHN MANNERS. 

The wreck of a beau, of a bard, of a spouter, 
The seed of a Duke, he was bound by all rule 

To furnish Disraeli, that scorner and flouter, 
Of noble-born failures with friend, foil, and tooL 

Had chances galore, and some gifts; took to throw 'em 
Away to the winds sixty-three years and more ; 

Two laughable lines in an imbecile poem 
Will probably furnish his posthumous store. 

His drawl has some diga\\,^ tiq^ ^\A*^^:».Ns^'^n 
TFell-read, and sYio^^ \^, ^V^VM^^^*^ ^^^ • 
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MR. S. NORTHCOTE. 
As suave as papa ; and tlie voice of a linnet. 



MR. WARTON. 
As rough as a rasp and the voice of a saw. 



MR. LABOUCHERE. 
Cold, calculating, and cynical, yet portly and curly, and a 
pet among petticoats. Born rich and clever, he tried to ruin 
himself to gain new experiences of life, but failed ignomini- 
ously, and new reconciles himself to fame. Motto: — "I am 
Truths and I have come to give the Wcrrld the lie." 



MR. BROADHURST. 
A stone mason ere he took — 

Building on a broader plan — 
To the trade of working man. 

Never minded much his book. 
If he AiA, therein, its hinted, 
'S''s weren't too clearly priiileA. 
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Airs his knowledge of the hod 
And trades*-unions in a way 

That is meek, if somewhat odd ; 
Doesn't look as wise, let's say, 

Though it's rough upon the trowel 

As Lord Thurlow or George HowelL 



Mk. ARTHUR MOORE. 

Count Arthur Moore, as he prefers being called, was lately 

elevated to that title by the Pope — for what reason, monetary 

or otherwise, does not appear. He represents the capital of 

Tipperary County, Clonmel. The estimation in which he is 

* held by those who know him best may be gathered from a 

^ witty saying by a late Irish member, who always spoke of 

him, not as the " Moor," but the slob-land of Clonmel. 



CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 

A burly priest from smooth crown to flat shoon — 
His foes might say half Stiggin, half dragoon ; 
But foe or friend will own the dragonades 
He led would show some pretty bloody blades. 
In shiny black of Little Bethel fas.\\\o\i. 
Hot in bis calm, and prudent m\v\a ^^'^"^\Qrft., 
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He stands, by turns subtle and arrogant, 

Six feet of eloquence — one inch of rant. 

Sibilant often, seldom harsh, he whips, 

With careful scorn, and cool froth on his lips, 

Who turn the temple into dens of thieves — 

The priest that cheats none because he believes. 

The many a platform v^^here his talk has shown 

They're not most courtly wlio're most near " the Throne, 

(Debating parsons are not always suave). 

Prepared us to behold him smooth as brave 

In that new Hall, which places less reliance 

Than his New Old Street Hall on abstract Science. 

Wolff's. great; O'Donnell's God-like at his desk: 

Isn't Iconoclast more statuesque ? 

The House's tone though he may not acquire ; 

He will not tickle, and he will not tire. 

He hasn't worked Kenealy's seat to win : 

Stuffed eagle outside and poor poll within : 

He'll have the long ear of e'en Eome's rough band ; — 

That three inch upper lip, the upper hand. 

Likes light wines and light jokes, and doesn't blench, 
When, like the wines, the jokes are — well, say, French. 



SIB EICHAUD WALLACE. 
^^ I^ichard Wallace is both in dxeaa aTvfli «:5\}^ax«jM!fe ^ 



(43 ) 

handsome, fine-looking Frenchman. He never speaks, perhaps 
because he is afraid to trust to his powers of speaking English. 
As far as votes go, he is a staunch Conservative, while as to 
opinions, his silence is an effectual cloak. 



MR. JUSTI:N^ M'CAETHY. 

A Daily News-m.^xi of a light, sweet brand ; 

The best — avowed — Eomancer in the House. 

Has tact, and temper, fancy, grace, and nous; — 
But — well — that Daily News — you understand. 

He cuts his finest rhetorician's caper, 

And all men's criticism. is : D — n that paper ! 

The paper runs — sustains — but stains the man ; 
The little pedantries corrupt his style, 
w^sthetico Dissent's cant terms defile ; 

The leader-writer spoils the partizan. 

Pressman and politician, what fool fancies. 
When one can have the " Gentleman's " romances? 



DONALD CUEEIE. 

Less a Liberal than wobbler. 
With a doubtful Bart, in view ; 

A redoubtable pie^^ \io\JvJ^^:^ \ 
Kept a joumaW's.^) at \?^o. 
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Brisk and canny ; pleasant manners ; 

Yearns to take a duchess down. 
Had the usual five tanners 

When he first appeared in town. 

Thinks a Government contractor 

Who don't swindle through and through 

Is a public benefactor 

Unto whom a statue's due. 



MR. JOHN M^LAEEK 

All Scottish kings have not been great ; 

Most rose beyond a beaver's brim : 
A very wee Lord Advocate — 

Lord knows who advocated him. 



DR. CAMERON. 

Of the soft and sandy tribe 

Does his native land scant credit: 
Doctor: (thank God) don't prescribe; 
And an editor: don't edit,. 
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SIR STAFFORD NORTHCOTE. 

the world is rough and rowdy 
That disturbs a dear like this 

From a dignified and dowdy, 
Rustic and domestic bliss. 

To compel him trounce and tackle 

Men, whom rules and reasons shackle ; 

And they're not all ducks that cackle, 
No, nor only geese that hiss! 

Rid of Tories, and of Whigs' ties, 
He should watch the barley swell, 

Hang his nice old head o'er pigstyes, 
Sentence poachers, hunt a spell ; 

Judge of heat by moon and swallow ; 

As a leader he's all hollow, 

Save for this — that he can follow; — 
That he does extremely well. 



]!iIR. RYLANDS. 
An unphilosophical Radical, Mr Rylands has always been 
tolerated by the gentlemen of the party, for while not par- 
ticularly entertaining, and still less cultiv^.tft.^^\JokS3t^^'?»s.^siss'^^ 
more dreadfully in earnest, "BesvQi^^^^ka ^^^ ^^ xias^c^-^ ^^ 
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the drudgeiy. Now, however, he is suspected of Whig lean- 
ings, and the question is. What dc»es he want? Some one 
professes to have heard him say that he did not know less 
about education than Mr. Mundella. 



ME. WILLIAM M'AETHUR. 

A fine specimen of the aldermanic breed. Knows the 
price of sandwiches in the South Sea Islands, keeps the 
Aborigines Society, and has chapels built after his own modeL 



MR. ALEXANDER M'ARTHUR. 
Brother of the latter ; but one of the lean kina 



MB. ARTHUR AB.^OLD. 
^^s been married for some time. 

[ 
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ME. FINIGAK 

Tlie man of action of the Irish party — 

The most Irish of the Irish crew — 
He was a youth both blythe and hearty, 

And wrote — ^though blest the thing he ever knew. 

As orator he is laconic, 

As lover equally platonic, 

Is going to wed a wealthy heiress, 

And then he swears that he will bear less 

Of boasting Saxon's ribald laughter 

At his unpolished uncouth ways. 
For neither priest nor princling cares he— 

For well he knows 'tis hate of England pays. 



DR. LYON PLAYFAIR. 

A very canny little prosy Scot, who professed science, but 
practised politics, and has got his reward in the Chairman- 
ship of Committees. The constant plodding work which now 
falls to his hands exactly suits his fussy taisij^sBssase^is^ "ss^ 
niggling disposition. He is a ^TXi^5J^\i\yX.\N^^'c^ 
Jbut useful place. 
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MK. JOHN OEKELL LEVER 
A self-made and truly remarkable man. The English re- 
presentative of an Irish constituency, and yet neither a 'vert^ 
a Fenian, nor a Pamellite. His politics, in fact, are as devoid 
of colour as the penny boats out of which he has made his 
money. " Helevate me, and I'll helevate you," he said once 
to the people of Galway, and he was hoisted at once into 
Parliament. That was fifteen long years ago, however, and 
Galway is still down in the slough. Discarded for two Parlia- 
ments in consequence, he is now getting another chance, and 
is said to meditate the promotion of a company for filling up 
the Atlantic. 



SIK R. CKOSS. 

Ideal Chairman of Quarter Sessions, 

Petty, priggish, pragmatic, and pert, 
Fancies, of course, that of all professions 

The statesman's that in which Ms expert. 
To rule Whitehall by nature and art meant, 
-^& conscience cheers, though no friends applaud; 
-^^ proves what muffs rule the Home De^^.tlm^nt— 
^^^t sometimes he didn't seem abroad. 
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A country banker in grace and garb, he 

Clung to the county for sure advance ; 
Pulled and pushed up by cruel Lord Derby, 

Kicked that ladder the very first chance. 
His great mind gave to gaols, hoards and diet ; 

Hanged the wrong man once, when ofif his guard ; 
Thought that to stave oflf a Tichbome riot 

All the police should fiU Palace Yard. 



COLONEL MUKE. 

A soldier big and bold, 

A burly, bellowing fellow ; 
Sobs o'er the days when grades were sold • 

Thank God his colour's yellow. 



LOKD ELCHO. 

By bii-thright a lord ; nature's fool, said the fates. 

He has diddled both nature and dad. 
For sometimes witti ^atut cv^:^ ^1 ^^s^^^V^ vs^'^^ks.n 

And he's always t\va ncaevi o1 ^ ^'^^^ 



(52) 

MR. PULESTON. 

The busy-body of the House of Commons, the member for 
Devonport occupies most of his time in jflitting between the 
House and the Smoking Eoom, and is always canying on con- 
fidential conversations, which occasionally overcrowd his 
mind, and so get confused with public business. Mr Fuleston 
looks very ingenuous. 



LOED RANDOLPH CHURCHILL. 

Ready of speech, quick at the operation of putting two and 
two together, gifted with a very pretty kind of delicate sarcasm, 
and still a Churchill and a lord! No wonder that the member 
for Woodstock is considered the genius of his family, and al- 
together a wonderful fellow in his class. He is not weighted 
with the statesmanlike air of responsibility which Lord George 
Hamilton thinks it desirable to assume. Neither is he so 
^^ofp- and precise as Lord Salisbury's nephew. Therefore he 
^ ^^ow himself with more abandon into tli^^oYQ^sKt^^^-^^l 
S^^ the Ministry. Se is a bright, lively S5^^«t,\svi\» V^ 
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is most entertaining when he lets in the light on the ponderous 
stupidity of his own party. Blood and brains, by Jove, and 
his father the Duke of Marlborough too ! 



LORD GEORGE HAMILTON. 

They suggested church and navy. 

Low comedian, and groom. 
But the dook, distraught, though brave, he 

Said, Not one appears his doom. 

Leave such business to his betters ; 
For a statesman he's more fit. 
" Then he didn't know his letters ; 

"Now, they say, he's beaten Pitt."* 

* Quotation from Lord Beaconsfield. 



MR LEONARD COURTNEY. 

Cold as an iceberg, the one-leader writer 
On whom descended ouci^ \)cv^ ^HJi, ^^I'Y^'^^^^*- 
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MR WILLIS, Q.C. 
ould like to bark ; can't bite. 



MR. NEWDEGATE. 

A toothless biter. 



MR HALL. 
Chinchona bark won't free him from the bungs. 



M'CULLOUGH TORRENS. 

A mighty might-have-been ; 

Chances once big, pretensions always bigger, 
He once stood well between 

Old Liberal, new Whig ; now waxes each day Whigger. 

Whigger with hope deferred ; 

Or, if you'd rather, with despair grown chronic ; 
At last, by some want spurred, 

Has recently gone in for gin goes as a tonic. 

Deaf, delicate, and proud. 

Caring no longer for a worse collision 
With the new motley crowd. 

Is paying calls without when the House calls division. 

But speaks well, though not heard ; 
ScomiDg the common rhetorician's gilding, 
-^ soler soul Just stirred 

-^ ^^^r, gas, and beer, or philantToioi^Vc ^:^ \iV3S^?i:Yev^^ 
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MR BRAND. 

A most respectable man ; also one of the most respected. 
Sans the culottes of his high office, he looks what he is — ^a 
country gentleman of somewhat refined, but still bucolic, 
tastes, his ruddy complexion and open countenance suggestive 
of self-content, prosperity, and good digestion, undisturbed by 
too much intellectual activity. Plus the toggery — and pre- 
ceded by the "bauble "-bearing Sergeant-at-Arms — ^he struts 
in pompous pride, and speaks so that all men may know his 
importance. " Tear 'em " used to complain that he was over- 
looked, because he had not subscribed to Mr Brand's portrait, 
but members generally acknowledge that, like^ the Hull 
magistrate, he is " neither partial nor impartial " in his treat- 
ment of those who wish to catch his eye. A man of brighter 
parts, he would have gone to a mad-house long ago — the vic- 
tim of obstructives and bores. As it is, it is expected that he 
win soon have to go to " another place." Force of habit is 
said to make him use the ballot box for the invitations to his 
Wednesday dinners, and on one occasion he is reported to 
have been seen in the Strand with " Eyes to the right, nose to 
the left." He is very much given tci s»tY^<^V-^^5JKiSi%. 
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ASHTON W. DILKE. 

Oh, its hard to have a brother when one's Badically "bent. 
And the critic orb of kinship ha^ a Ministerial glare. 

When one's loose upon the hazy theme of Tipperary rent, 
And more fractious than fraternal in the case of Bartle Frere* 

But the burden of an honour into which one's brother's born 
Need not crush one flat and sapless, which this child intends 
to prove : 
When a Premier is mistaken, or a Chancellor forsworn, 
You will not find my votes sliding in the plain old party 
groove. 

I am no blonde blouzy Saxon, I am spectacled, I'm shy. 
And the Muscovite has marked me for his own — a restive 
prey; 
But I'll know what I am saying when I catch the Speaker's 
eye, . 

Though perhaps I may not say it in the most commanding 
way. 



PASSMORE EDWARDS. 
Lanky, and thinks he looks tall ; 

Heavy, and fancies he's firm. 
Belongs to the Radical tail that would crawl, 

Being less of a wag than a worm. 

The boss of the Echo — a sheet 

That damages manners, ths while 
^^ feebljr endeavoum to make morals sweet 
^ sour and slumberous style. 
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At one time a printer, he writes — 

A foolish and fatal descent 1 
He doesn't yet speak, but prepares some fine flights 

Land, opium, and liquor anent. 

TTifl manners would shock Vere de Vere, 

And sometimes, too, even his staff. 
No tact ; little talent ; but also small fear ; 

Would rather a man lie than laugh. 

Bankrupt in Britain, the States 

Eepaired the financial rent. 
Eetumed and appeased the commercial Fates 

By paying — ^in cents — cent, per cent. 



EIGHT HON. W. H. SMITH. 

There's a desperate endeavour 

On the part of Jones and Brown 
To deny that Smith is clever 

To the height of his renown. 
It's a base and wicked rumour. 
Spread by some dishonest groom, or 
Eibald scribe, upon whose humour 
From a bookstall he looked down» 

Mister Smith's career proves plainly 
Grooms and humorists are wrong ; 

And a figure, weU, ungainly, 
And a wit, well, not loo ^Vxotv^, 
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Must in time end by succeeding 
In a land that runs while reading; 
He's the article most leading 
Unto whom the pence belong. 



ISAAC NELSOK 

Thrrrills and vibrrrates, his wild white hair gyrating 

Quite a la Garden or S. Carter HaU. 
Won't simply breathe, goes in for pulpitating. 

Has all a Baptist's bounce, a Quaker's gaU. 



ME. A. M. SULLIVAN. 
By some compared to a flea in a band-box, by others to a 
teetotal orator on the stump, Mr Sullivan may be said to com- 
bine the virtues of both, for he is* as nimble, and can be as 
irritating, as the pulex irritans, and is always bursting with 
patriotism, poetry, and bathos. Small, thin, wiry, and restless, 
he only wants a genuine substratum of humility to make him 
also comparable to one of Dickens's characters, like whom he 
wriggles, wheedles, and fawns. Slippery like the eel; like 
the serpent he has wisdom, gentleness, and brilliancy ; whUe 
— in oratory — he can soar as high as even the American eagle. 
Owned tlie JVa^tm, and appeals to high heaven as an intimate 
^^'^^d/ stni baa to write for his dinner. 
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THE SERGEANT-AT-ARMS. 

His the suaviter in modo, 

His the fortiter in re, 
That would mollify a Dodo, 

Awe a Pope out on the spree. 
Uses no glum word or gross stick, 

Nor a touch of temper shows 
Though a Fenian or Agnostic 

Took the Speaker by the nose. 

But in voice discreet and mellow 

To the member who'd make free 
He would murmer, " Come, old fellow. 

Come and spend the night with me. 
I'm the servant ; the disaster's 

Altogether to my taste ; 
And I wouldn't be my masters — 

Not for all the sums they waste." 

One of the most familiar and most genial figures in the 
House is that of Captain Gosset, Sergeant-at-Arms. His sub- 
stantial form, arrayed in Court dress and comfortably seated 
in an arm-chair behind the bar, is a centre of attraction around 
which members may be seen buzzmo ^tA. ^^i^Sc^s^^^^^^^^'*^^®' 
around a hive. It is not solely 'bec^'wa^ oi ^^^^ ^^-^fv^^ss^sscw ^ 
that honourable ffentlemen ftock to t\ve '&et%^-«x>^J^ ^^^* ^ 
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is the dispenser of orders for the Speaker's Gallery, and mem- 
bers anxious to be civil to constituents, or to be rid of bores, 
fly to the Captain for aid. As the places are few and the 
members and visitors many, orders are by no means easily 
obtained, and it speaks well for his good humour and sense of 
fair play that, although often disappointed, members are never 
heard to complain of the Sergeant. Besides this distribution 
of favours, the Sergeant is in many other ways useful to mem- 
bers. His pleasant chat beguiles many a weary hour while 
prosy legislators insist upon talking tc a tired and almost empty 
House. But his happy influence extends beyond the precincts 
of the House, and is more felt and appreciated by the coterie 
who have the enti^ee into " Gosset's Eoom." Here he shines in 
what would seem to be his true position, " a jolly host," and 
here honourable members, untrammelled by Parliamentary 
order or by a too straight laced propriety, give free expression 
to their thoughts in a manner which, if not always edifjdng, 
is sometimes amusing. There is a portly form and stentorian 
voice, combined with a hxmiour as quaint and huge as his 
j)erson, now missing from that room. When will the Sergeant 
^ able to replace the gallant and mV^Vit^ Major, when will 
^^ quarters resound with roars o? law^^.^^ «^Ocl ^^a^ Kkva.^^^ 
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which greeted the joke on Kewdegate and the fat abbess? 
Constituencies should have pity not only on the House of 
Commons but on the good and hospitable Sergeant,' by sending 
him back his huge rollicking hoii camarade. 
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THE POPULAR DOD. 



ME. T. B. POTTEE. 
Patron of Cobden, and autocratic Protector of Free Trade* 
Keeps a club in his own and his prot^^'s honour, where re- 
trenchment is the theme and extravagance the practice* 
Like most Economists, Mr Potter lives freely and fares welL 
Burly and blunt, and wholesome in his hatred of Whigs, 
Tories, and State Pensioners, Mr Potter is always genial even 
to sinecurists, and grins graciously (vide sketch) while he bida 
them stand and deliver. Said once, while eulogising America, 
that fifty years hence he would like to revisit the world, if 
only for half-an-hour, to see how the Great Eepublic was 
flourishing ; on which Mr Bright promptly observed, " Aye» 
Potter, fifty years hence you'd ^'^ \iCi Oms^^ ^^^sis. ^si^s^scj^^soss. 

for half-an-hom no mattei 'wkei^ ^wv. ^^^V 
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MR. CHILDERS. 
The mildest-mannered man who ever had charge of cut 
throats ; but had the courage, being December, to join himself 
to May. His speech is silvern, and as soothing as the sound 
of the sobbing sea, though in point of deptli and kind a turbid 
shallow. Wanted to figure in finance, and would have rivalled 
even Lord Halifax in converting the rule of three into the 
fifteen puzzle. Good at discovering language to conceal his 
thoughts — if he has any. 



MR. DODSON. 

Prosy and pettish, his face sharply cut, 

His temper set sharper, has less tact than vigour. 

In figures a giant and cormorant ; but 
A man of no very great figure. 

Directed Committees, they never knew how, 
But blindly believed with a faith eulogistic — 

He whipped Erskine May — and urbanely would bow 
To rules his descriptions made rather more mystic. 

A jDlodder and pusher, he snarls and he snaps, 
Would always care less for the spirit than letter ; 
^^ State ship would do well witTaou\i \iAm, ^^^^mn^^^ 
^ut then without Johnstone it do^a e\ea\iib\Xfe\. 
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GENEEAL EEILDEN. 

Misfortune makes one acquainted with strange bedfellows* 
When Sir Stafford Northcote woke up and found Feilden 
beside him, he called for the police. 



MR. DUCKHAM. 

A practical farmer, but astonished the House by not appear- 
ing in gaiters and corduroys; the most presentable of the poor 
paid members ; better educated than the Minister of Educa- 
tion, and better dressed than any of the Cavendishes. Is in- 
telligent, but modest, and gives up to manure a mind that 
was meant for mankind. 



SIR xMICHAEL HICKS BEACH. 

An estimable, though a Jingo, Minister. Healthy, wealthy, 
and, for a Baronet, wise. Fluent in speech. ?>ss.^ ^ss^'^is^ss-i^ 
diction ; but monotonoMaly m^^x^i^CL^l ^'^^^ -^^^^s^ ^^^ 
pwansoa bunkum and BeacoTiS&-^^- K^"^^^^'^'^^ 
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Office, but got himself disliked because the Irish didn't dislike 
liim enough. Nevertheless was promoted to be Gaoler in 
General to Zulus, Maories, Afghans, Cypriotes, Fijians, and 
Timbuctoos. Never ardent, has grown cooler since he crossed 
to the shady side. 



MR. CAVENDISH BENTINCK. 
A little ponderous wit, that to be laughed at has only to be 
seen. Thinks there must be humour in the family since he 
was bom heir to a peerage. Eeads the Sporting Times for 
tips about low life in high society. Used to disturb even 
Lord Beaconsfield's gravity, though he never quite lost his 
own. Was never prouder than when priming his chief, if 
only with extracts from his betting books, or books even more 
racy. 



SIR JJOBEET HATIVtX. 

^ country bumpkin bom at S\o\x^, 
^^ sat for Bucks, and liaunta \\i^^^^- 
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jVIE goueley. 

A shipowner, and one of Mr. Plimsoll's pet aversions; 
though lank and grey, is classed Al at the matrimonial 
Lloyds, A Colonel of Volunteers, and nearly as martial as 
the Commander in Chief. Teddy's his friend, not Labby. 



MR. ALDEEMAN COTTON. 
Facilis decensus Averni. Was a lawyer's clerk, became a 
poet, brewed malt, and finished Lord Mayor. No wonder his 
hair's white. 



STE EAEDLEY WILMOT. 
A sentimental judge of county courts. Shone at school 
and college, but the wick survives the light. 



SIE JAMES CLAEKE LAWRENCE. 
A suburban builder, but perhaps xlo^ <^1 *vksfe "^srscst^ '^sssssss^ 
Careful as to the difference \ie\,\?^eTv^^^- ^^^^^^- ^^ 
valid, has been recommended to \rc^ ^^^"^^^^-^^^ 
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prescription religiously at the Marble Eink. Nevej fell sa 
much, even in the estimation of his constituents, as there* 
Alderman, and thinks the Augean stables smell like New- 
mown Hay. 



MR. BOTTOMLEY FIRTH. 
Sworn scavenger to the aforesaid stables. Has washed 
some dirty linen, but not his own, with Canon Cromwell. 
Belongs to the extreme left of Quakerdom, and has tendencies 
towards the Nebulistic. Is chiefly known as the writer of a 
big book on a bigger subject. 



LORD COLIN CAMPBELL, 
A famous failure — balked the crammer's art ; 

Not made for trade like Archy; nor like Jack 
Inclined to play a pseudo-princelet's part ; 

Army and Civil Service turned him back. 

Too good for church ; not good enough for navy ; 
Maccallum More's last son was hard to place ; 
(^ose last law' 8 via media long and w^tj. 
Where he's still plodding at a slwgg^^^i ^^^^- 



( 73 ) 

Fate found out what papa could never find — 
The uses of his prudish ne*er-do-well; 

For politics, at least, he had a mind, 

Could vote straight and talk glibly, if not spell. 

By way of tonic to an o'er- wrought brain — 
Perhaps to mend his morals or his wit — 

Was sent to Turkey in George Goschen's train — 
A slow train which wants shoving on a bit. 



SIR FARRER HERSCHELL. 

Quite a vara avis — a gentlemanly Jew, and, what's still 
rarer, a Queen's Counsel too. Took silk, quite young, in 1872 ;. 
has aired it often, but it still looks new. Of studious manners,, 
studies manners — dress ; well versed in etiquette, in law not 
less. The pontiff schemer of the Jingo band wooed him in 
vain — ^lie would not show his hand. Sounder than James,, 
what's better, is more suave, as smart a lawyer as ever saved 
a knave. Will reach the Wool^aQk\l\l^^i\$vfe'^^s^.^^^ 
James has had an even liigtiet e\iTci\i. 
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MR. ROWLAND WINN. 

Rowland Winn 

Has plenty of tin : 
The Whips always have for some reason. 

*' Tommy " 'd think it a sin 

Were he ever whipt in, 
Though he may be whipped out — ^for high treason. 

This Wliip is of silk, 

With a tongue mild as milk : 
His duties have saddened him early ; 

Portentous and grave 

While the partisans rave, 
He glides cool, through the hot hurly-burly. 

With spider-like grasp 

He draws in midge and wasp 
To a net of bewildering meshes ; 

Humours upstarts and bores. 

Talks of horses and s, 

And the thirsty Home Ruler refreshes. 



SIR JOHN HAY. 
A gallant admiral. Has fought some hard battles in the 
^aw courts. He is oily in manneTS as in connection — ^the 
-^^/^^er being Canadian. His tongue is a\i^T^^\^^^>s^a» ^^^^. 
^^^jnr^stcoat 13 iireproachable. 
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LOED EAMSAY. 
When a common Jack and plain M.P., Lord Earn say was a 
very nice Liberal. Sighted land by accident at Liverpool. 
Leaped ashore, and said " I*m your man, you Liberal lubber- 
heads, though I have just heard of your famous port." 
Didn't know much about politics, but was young and hand- 
some, gallant and winsome, squeezable and — a Lord ! 
Fondled the kids, chucked the women under the chin, bam- 
boozled the Home Eulers ; while " pretty Seeusan " — with a 
pretty title — ^played the purt of political coquette. A jolly 
tar of the best transpontine stamp, and if not sure of the dif- 
ference between the mizzen mast and the topgallant stays, a 
great deal more attractive than more genuine salts. Got his 
expenses paid, and so weathered the storm, though he only 
made the port at the second attempt. Much missed — and a 
little suspected — since he went aloft ; but shows remnants of 
Liberalism by disowning the friendship of Lord Claud 
Hamilton. 



SIR JOHN HOLKER. 
A lumbrous legal liglit oi i\i\i ?^i\.^^\i ^\.cs^^.,-^^^^^^^^^^"^ 
soubriquet of " Lazy Jack," and ixec^^vxe^^X^ q,^V^^^ "^ ^ 
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nodding by simulating softness — both of head and heart* 
like Sir John Falstafif in appearance, he resembles him also 
in the nimbleness of his wit, in the meshes of which even the 
astute Mr. Biggar has found himself entangled. Laughs, 
not in his sleeve, but in the innermost recesses of his waist- 
coat, whence come sounds not unsuggestive of the rumbling 
of distant thunder. 



SIR HENEY JAMES. 
Not so polished as the Solicitor-General, nor so fascinating 
as the ex- Attorney, but less obtrusive than Mr. Gorst, and a 
little more lively than Mr. Marten. Once glanced at Hallam, 
but declared " White and Tudor " more profitable reading. 



ME. GEANT DUFF. 
(The Member for Europe.) 

On Uttle Grant Duff 
One must not be too rough — 
He has served such a time as a buffer. 
Grant he is muff eTio\i«\i— 
Less the plum than t\i^ ii\\S.— 
Still be aint such a despexale dwS^^ 
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Made of good Scottish stuff 

Eather redder than buff, 
Has more skill than a number who're tougher ; 

He deserves this small puff, 

Having had many a cuff — 
Lord knows what he's not had to suffer. 

For he don't take the huff 

Though his audience won't ruff ; 
He's too polished, he knows, for the rougher. 

That he's well up to snuff 

And can give quantum suf. 
They concede who would fain have him gruffer. 



SIE WM. HAET DYKR 
Always at home. At least has never been found out. Well 
satisfied with the state of Denmark. 



ME. WK HENRY O'SHEA. 
A small twig of a junior branch of a talented Irish family, 

the chief of which is a " Gineral " well known in Fleet Street. 

They are men of different tastes. 



LOP.I) P^UCX. . ^^^^^ 

Sets down bis name in tke sctoW. ol ^oxNflo..^^^'^ ^^ 
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down old with all the characters of age. Has he not a 
moist eye ? a dry hand ? a yellow cheek ? a cadaverous ex- 
pression ? and is he not a frequent sleeper in the side galleries ? 
Is not his voice broken and his wind short ? Yet was it not 
lost by holloaing and singing of anthems. Young only in 
judgment and understanding. 



M. GEEARD NOEL. 
Je me suis charg^ des ^gouts, 
Charge qui paralt dans mes goAts ; 

Je hais la brise qui parfume ; 
La rose est vaine, et le nard vain ; 
Je n' aime, en fait de gentil vin, 

Que ceux que le vidangeur hume. 

Je n'ai par Tame d'un h^ros ; 
Je suis ni long, ni grand, ni gros, 

On me passerait dans la foule. 
Mais j'ai la taille des tonneaux, 
Ou Domauge verse ses eaux, 

Et comme celles-ci je coule. 

Je coule, je coule sans fin ; 

L'^loquence dont je suis plein 

Fait bien regretter D^mosthfene. 
Les HiisssLTdB ne sent jamais grands,- 
M ne parlent pas daiia \e^ i^w^^ \ 

J'etais bien mieux en Ca-^VWASi^. 
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MR. TREVELYAN. 
Full of promise, but dilatory in performance — ^weighted too 
much, perhaps, by the fact that he is the nephew of Macaulay 
and the son of Hannah More — the member for the Border 
Burglis assumes a modest place in Parliament, and prefers 
still more the retirement of his study. Came well through 
"The Competition Wallah," but was always content to be second 
dux, Looks a Communard, but is more of a dilettante, and 
whittles his sentences till he almost loses sight of the sense. 
Not a poet, but has learned to blot, and reads his speeches 
from execrably bad " copy." Born in England, but has hot as 
well as black blood. 



SIR SYDNEY WATERLOW. 

His trade, which is paper,'s 

Eefined him o'er all 
The grocers and drapers 

That reign at Guildhall. 

In some frantic fit he 

Is said to have dated 
Agree that tke e\\)^ 

Has fta^a m\^\.\i^ «^^^^^' 
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His style's not volcanic, 
But smoothly goes down 

With goody mechanic 
And teetotal clown. 



MR. JAMES COWAN. 
Perfectly harmless. 



MR. JAMES O'KELLY. 

The bhould O'KeUy 

In many a mSl^e 
Has fleshed his falchion o'er his native say ; 

His life's brief fever, 

Described by Lever, 
In penny numbers would be bound to pay. 



MR PENDER. 

Bom in a state of nudity. On Leven's banks his father 

fed his pigs and hens, never dreaming that an eagle had just 

been hatched in his clay biggin'. The fledgling was from the 

first the cock o' his walk. Has lived by dyeing cotton, but 

came temporarily to grief through a blanket. Dearly loves a 

-^ord, prefers a Duke, pays dearly iot 0\^ M.^tftYa. Bought 

Assr ancestors at a bargain, and s6\A \X\^m ^\> ^ y^^^H*. 
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MR. DICK PEDDIE. 
The architect of his own fortune and also of some fine 
churches. Hates temples raised by other hands, and is eager 
both to disestablish and disendow — ^his own being aU U.P. 



MR. RICHARD POWER. 

The Major's ex-colleague ; would like to expand 

To his vigour, verve, and stature ; 
The object is noble, the means are not grand — 

Grand don't suit his style or nature. 

Horsey; and rather more natty than neat; 

Books that he makes yield some siller ; 
Trains all the year round for his one Derby feat ; 

Sire: F. Aicher; dam: J. Miller. 



MR. ALEXANDER MACDONALD. 
Dresses and talks like a miners' ideal gentleman. His 
•watch chain is just a little too large ; his words a trifle too 
refined; the polish generally — too thick. Still he had tha 
-courage to extend his Kttleftxv^eiX \,c>^\,^^'^^^^^-'^^^'*^ 
of bidding him welcome to fVie ^^cy^VsS^^^"^^^^ 
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Mli. PERCY WYNDHAM. 
A tiny whining, pert and pestering elf — with a bigger eye- 
glass than Mr O'Donnell, and nearly as much conceit. A 
superfine Tory, but sits below the gangway, and so gets fre- 
quently sat upon by the Home Eulers. Duty prevents him 
changing his seat, but he carries a scent-bottle, and uses it 
frequently. 



MR. ASHMEAD BARTLETT. 

A Yankee, and almost attained 
The Yankee's true end — to succeed. 

The power of Gladdy and Harty has waned. 
Since A. B. was fairly M.P.'d. 

M.P/ding's distinctly his line — 

A line of a tortuous kind ; 
Is plagued by a longing to look very fine ; 

Don't care about being reimed, 

A, B, in bis own mind's Al 
On most themes, but chieBy \)afe^^\i\ 
-& ^old as a bagsman, discxe^^. ^^^ ^ ^^!^> 
And as pert as a popxiar ^liesX.. 
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ME. ANDERSON. 
Sometimes mistaken for a Pharisee, for he is Scotch, speaks 
nasal sing-song, and looks sanctimonious. A director of 
shaky companies, but not an elder. " Jocks wi' deeficulty." 
A fearless Eadical, and a useful — if obnoxious — member. 



LORD EUSTACE CECIL. 
A small bore even when boss of the big guns. 



MR. EVELYN ASHLEY. 
Mild and amiable, as becomes the son of the costermongers* 
donkeys' friend. 



LORD CRICHTON. 

A thing of beauty ; got up with taste : 
Wastes time in study — studying his waist. 

Admirable in that respect, our Crichton 
Proves in all others he is not the right'un. 

Silent on every s\xbjec\, ^*<^n^\vvkvs.^ — 
A lesser Brummel to a xaiX^^^ Qrxxj^s::^* 
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Poorer; could not so many costumes don 
As Poole's and Dizzy's pet — Lord Barrington. 

Just, though outrivall'd, paid the tribute due ; 
And while he envied, imitated too. 



MR. ADAM. 

An execrably fine gentleman, and shows he knows it 
Manager of the Liberal party, and looks as if he were sole 
lessee of the House of Commons. Overdid the cold water 
treatment, and has been sentenced to penal servitude in one 
of Her Majesty's hottest climes. For a Scotchman, he is os- 
tentatiously clean, and dresses so well that Mother Eve would 
not know him. Thinks Mr. Gladstone would be a great 
statesman if he had only some prudence, and a little more 
common sense ; fears he may come to grief when his Mentor 
goes. Mr. Adam well deserves, on the whole, the whip-round 
which has just been made for him. 



ME. E. D. GRAY. 
Inherited some of his father's failings, but is less jovial, 
^nd taJLes his pleasures in retirement, though not in absolute 
^A'tude. Looks a reij pretty Lord MayoT,>i\i^s^^^5^^\^^ 
"^ystaUor, whom, though an Irisbmau^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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MR. DILLOK 
A son of forty-eight, 

Grew Tip on Yankee soil, 
Speaks best when most irate. 

Sulks when he doesn't boil : 
Hereditary hate 

One's temper's apt to spoil. 

Girded his father's sword, 
Dreams of his father's doom, 

"Would hunt land-leech, and lord 
Into old Leitrim's tomb ; 

Asks for fame's niche a board 
In Mountjoy's darkest room. 



MR. GEORGE COURTAULD. 
Had a great-great-grandfather, and has lived respectably on 
him all his days, as did his father and uncle before him. His 
return to Parliament was the last and least consequence of 
the Edict of Nantes. The dissenters are not sufficiently grate* 
ful to Louis Quatorze. 



MR. JOSE^Il X^O^X^'^, 
A fussy solicitor. No coimee\ivoTL oS-Iotkcccj "^^ 



I 

i 
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MR. MUNDELLA. 

Comes from Sheffield, but is anything but a polished blade. 
Would like a handle, and seems on the proper scent. His 
olfactory organ is as keen as it is elephantine, and by studi- 
ously following it, he has threaded his way to power. Next 
to his proboscis, in order of utility, come his lungs, which have 
often brought Pandemonium into Paradise Square. Ergo — 
for a Minister of Education — he is a trifle poisy ; was appointed 
to show that the Standard is not to be too high — at all events 
for Ministerial posts. For him, it is a golden opportunity ; if 
he can only forget, he may learn. Lord George Hamilton has 
lent liim his primers, and Matthew Arnold has promised to 
finish liim, if ever the rust is rubbed off. We are educating 
our masters. 



LORD EDMUND FITZMAURICE. 

Left college before he ought, and rushed into Parliament as 

the Columbus of Stuart Mill. Tried to raise the Legislature 

of the United Kingdom to the level of the Union ; but thanks 

/b Mr, Gladstone, his precocity was w\\\p\ied out of him early. 

-^ejs now in Bulaaria — on a ticket o?\evw^. 
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ME. CHARLES BRIGHT MCLAREN. 
Thinks the Liberal party has never properly recognised the 
M*Laren-Bright family. 



MR. CARTWRIGHT. 
Looks like Dundreary, but isn't such a clever fool. 



MR. GORST. 
A first-class wrangler of the Obstructive kind. His flat- 
terers say that as a lawyer he is second rate. Gaunt, gross 



and garrulous. 



MR. SAMUEL MORLEY. 

A linen draper 
Who runs a paper, 
A bower and scraper 

Before the Lord ; 
Pious and portly ; 
Can't say his foYt,^% \i& 
In manxv^T^ e,o>\\>iX>j 

Or luoOie^A* ^cst^L, 
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Moneyed and hoary, 
Will go to glory ; 
Northampton's story, 

Of that gave hope. 
Gushing and crude as 
The unco guid, has 
Been Brafiaugh's Judas, 

The D. N/s Pope. 



MR PETER TAYLOR. 
A game old Radical, who never could see why the race was 
divided into men and women. Forms the centre of a circle 
where they are most alike. The men make tea, the women 
are scientifically blue, and babies are only allowed on the 'pro 
rata system — one cherub to every, brougham. Favourite 
virtue — regicide ; pet aversions — vaccination, preservation, 
vivisection and sanitation of garrison towns. Most popular 
historical characters — ^Dr. Guillotine and Mr. Malthus ; most 
detested — ^Nimrod and the Iron Duke. 



MR. ALBERT GREY. 
-^ora a Whig in a Roysil Palace, and is tl\e forlorn hope of 
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SIR J. M*GAREL HOGG. 
The Cockney Haussman. A man of fancy, though not a 
fancy m^n. The stiffest of Tories, but acknowledges the 
right of the great unwashed — to. wash. Has a liking for 
clean drains in cities, and long ones at city dinners. Walks 
like an automaton, and spouts like a whale on minnows. De- 
odorised even his name. 



MR. RITCHIE. 
Was a Scotchman, but became an East End gentleman. 

Made a lump out of refining sugar, but thinks life sweetest 

when loafing in militia livery. Interprets Eule Britannia : 

" Britons chaw up creation." 



MP. DANIEL GRANT. 
A practical, pains-taking Liberal. Looks like Captain 
Cuttle, and makes a large note of small subjects. 



MR. MOTSTX-C^TJ Q.Ti^^^. 



An uncommonly rich comaioTLet,«cA ^ ^^^^'^^'^ 
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good men's tables. His father left him specie, and nature 
added a handsome effigy. The cut glass of fashion and the 
mould of good form, he swims with the modem tide of 
frivolity, but won't sink to the mdquereaux, No gentleman's 
<lrawing-room is complete without the hon. member for 
Wareham. 



MR PELL. 
Speeds the plough in lavender kids. An orator of the 
bovine kind. Eepresents John Calf in the agricultural Com- 
mission. Physically does credit to the Leicestershire breed. 



MR. M^LAGAN. 
Bom at Demerera, and has a fine taste in guano. Ratted 
on the hares and rabbits. 



MR. CHARLES LEWIS. 

Oh, no, we never mention it — 

It's deuced neat Bi^ViTi^^^Qw 
To name the gaTmeii\.\^\i\0£i$^Qv:i\»^V 
Worn in and out oi ^ea^o^. 
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Its colour is, or should be, white. 
Its texture jean or piqu6. 

Its form is neither slim nor slight, 
Its whole appearance cheeky. 



What it conceals and yet reveals 
Is paunchy, prime, and juicy, 

An inert mass that never feels — 
Save when it's pricked by Lucy. 

As foremost feature boasts a bung 
In hue like British sherry ; 

And used to wag a bitter tongue — 
The it that sits for 'Derry. 



LIEUTENANT-COLONEL BLACKBUENE. 

The child of Hale. Plays Old Man of the Sea to the 
Sinbad of Sir Kichard Cross. Eepresents an old Lancashire 
family, the blood of wliich has been mixed with that at x^^<5s<;^ 
from Liverpool. The junioi me«i>i^-^ iQ^^^^iis^^^^^'^^^^^^^ 
abire ia poor but honest. 
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MR. BARRAN. 

Waters a somewhat arid intellectual soil with tea, and un- 
bimlens himself periodically of epigrammatic common-place 
— " The Horse is a noble animal; man puts himseK on a level 
with brutes." 



SIR THOIVIAS CHAMBERS. 
An intimate friend of Mrs Grundy, and helps her to keep 
the world straight. Rather the more garrulous of the two, 
and equally sorry to have to be censorious. Still more Slender 
than Shallow — " Like a man made after supper of a cheese- 
paring ; when naked, for all the world like a forked radish, 
with a head fanbastically carved upon it with a knife ; so for- 
lorn that his dimensions to any thick sight were invisible — 
the very genius of famine." Loose on the subject of sisters- 
in-law. 



SIR JOHN MOWBRAr. 
Nearly as melancholy as a mute; could only be called 
cbeerCul if compared with Mr, Newdegate. " He wears the 
sables and the weeds o£ setvle^i ^^^ \ \\si^^\\:\ss% V^th. and 
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MR. BRIGHT. 

The giant champion of right 'gainst might, 
The dauntless foe of bigotry's black night. 

Loves truth and justice; more than either — man; 
Nor least who faint, crush'd by the social ban. 

Born agitator, made the deaf mass hear 
They'd equal rights with plutocrat and peer. 

The people's tribune, roused the sluggish land 
To do, not suffer — strike, not stagnant stand. 

The fight half finished, the first triumph won. 
Too soon the leader thought his work was done. 

Who'd served the people stooped to serve the crown : 
From friend of Cobden — colleague of John Brown. 

On taking service, murmured with a blush, 
*' Please, ma'am, and mayn't I wait without the plush.'* 

E'en Bright's not spotless ; but they're solar spots ; 
They make him darker ; but they'd brighten lots. 

Unto his share some oftieT ettox^ \si!^. 
Is £y at fishing ; pots tike \>\W\5aitftL^i^- 
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Shells out with ready hand when famine cries, 
But can't stand cannoning — John Bright is. wise. 

A Quaker hater, the squirearchy quakes 

When that true tongue their ill-got strongholds shakes; 

The fearless herald of approaching light — 
Despite your prefix — here's to you, John Bright. 



